First Presbyterian Church
Communion - December2011

Hi Everyone,

A week or so ago | was looking out at my
birdfeeders, and noticed a couple of Dagled Juncos
feeding on thground. Juncos are heraldseeinghem at "
our feeders signathie coming of winter. Juncos are soon| ¥
followed by American Tree Sparrows, Whiteowned and
White-throated Sparrows, Common Redpolls, Snow 0\
Buntings, and other birds which winter in our area having
spent the breeding months farther north. When | seefan

these birds in our yard, be
Later that same day, | stepped outside in the everig -

and noticed the Pleiades star clusiging in the eastern horizont was a rather mlltdavenlng,

butanyone interested in astronokayows that spottinghe Pleiades an@rion in the eastern

early-evening sky means winter is just around the corAdirthe signs are therewinter is

coming!

Years ago | migt have shudderdtiinking of

the coming of winter weather, but | felt a suajgoy
instead as | marvelled at Go
for Godds power and might, a

he has created all around us. The coming and going of
the seasons reminds me of 't h
creation, and by extension, ob@ himself. All the
signs are there that God is in the midst of everything
he has createdGod is in every season of our lives,
and he guides and teaches us in every one of them. As
| watched the Pleiades for a few minutes | reminded
myself to take in té blessings of themoment, and to
be mindful of Godbs presence
life.
Winter is a season all unto itself, and it has a beauty that notwtieeof the yeashares.
Winter brings usoth piercingly blue skies amthrksnowladenclouds. It is a timeof snow
falling outside our windows, of frost patteretched on surfacesd the sight of leaves caught in
frozen puddles on the grod. The winter night sky is especially beautiful, becalusatures
someof the brightest starsf the year.lIt is a time for conversations by the fireplace and of hot




mugs of coffee, tea or chocolate. It ispecial time of year, as are all the other seasons. There
is depth andeauty in all seasons of life, and thankfully, God is in eacteaad; oneof them.

| encourage you to
reach out to Godt this time,
andexperience his loving
presencelt is the Christmas
season after all the season of
Chri st bWeabhknowt h
and perhaps dread (just a little
bit) all the things w have to d
atChristmastime. All the
activitest he cards, the
baking,the $ioppingand
visiting i they can all be fun,
but they are secondary to what
we are celebratingChristmas
is a time for rejoicing in the
arrival of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ whevas sent by Gotb redeem thavorld from the sin that piercels The coming
of Christ means everything! Jesus is our hope, our comforter, guide and friend. Jesus is the path
into eternal lie and blessings we can experience now. Jesus is the reasiom $eason, and all
the seasons!!!

So, amidst the hustle and bustle of the Christmas sdasotpurageyott o fima ke r oor
inyo ur h(and that si@ansn our scheduleslor Jesus.He is ALIVE and present in this,
and all the seasons of our lii#&/e can makeoom for Jesuby adjusting our priorities in order to
give him time inour daily lives, whether by prayeguiet reflection, giving thankshrough
fellowship andservice or any other way that puts Jesuhie cente of what we do every day.

| invite you to join us at our

Communion Sundayon De@mber 4 at
10:30a.m. Rev. Chuck Congram, former

|l ead pastor at Lake
Presbyterian Church will be sharing a
message of encouragement regarding the
insights gleaned from owestructuring and
ongoing visoning at First Presbyterian.
Chuckwill challenge us to look forward with
determination, hope and optimism for what
God has in store for us here at Fifth and




Wellington. | know you will béblessed to hear his message, andlbyar i ng t he Lor dods

with your church family.

As well, in consultation with Christy Cobb, our Christian Education coordinator, we will
be giving our Sunday School students the opportunity to rejoin us in the service to take part in
Holy Communion. V¥ recognize that it can be difficult for parents to relax when their kids have
to sit during an entire service. We also recognize that Holy Communion is an important aspect of
our Christian experience, and believe our children should take part in ihaffeffect, the
children wll leave for Sunday School, awdll rejoin their parents for Holy CommunionThey
will then remain in the sanctuary through to the end of the service.

A hot dog lunchhosted by the Christian Education Committee
will be sened following the worship service. This will be a fiedl
offeringlunch, and the proceeds will be used to send Christy Cobb to the
A Or ange CoatNoghPa&nt Charch in the United States.
Orangeis an exciting ministry started by Reggie Joiner whose passion is
to teach and empower families in order that they express their Christian
faith in daily life.
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|

Andcontirui ng i n t he C/Merwill algo ivea
blessed with ou€hristmas Cantata @ Tou c hed b

Chil d, Touc hedecelbygr1liat1d380 n
a.m. Ron Reeve, our Music Director is busy practicing with t
choir in preparation for the cantata. | know their hard work w
result in a blessing to us that mornings well, we will be
having a bake sale aftdre service, so be ready to purchase
some homenadegoodies! This would be a great service to
invite a friend who otherwise would not have the opportunity
worship in a church!

And of course, Christmas at First
Presbyterian Churclould not be completeithout
our Christmas Eve Serviceon December 24 at
7:00 p.m This is always a wonderful servj@and |
encourage as many of you as possible to come to
church that evening. This a great night of
carolling and a time to celebrate the birth of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Itis also a fantastic opportunity to

Ch ri Stm aS E\/e invite someon&o join us in our worship serviagho

might otherwise be home alone on Christmas. Eve




We will also be holdingur Christmas Sunday CELF*B RATE

—_— R b

] 3

=P | :

¥ .. K e = e

ey deed i

Serviceat our regulamorningtime onDecember 25 We
hope you can add to the celebration of the day by joining
together in worship tReasoru Ee
for the Seaso Come and Celebrate the KING!!! -

Thank you to the Decorating Committee! Once againthe members adur faithful

Decorating Committee headed by Joan Kerr and Ann Leatherdale have outdone themselves in
decorating our sanctuary for the Christmas season. The sanctuary looks fantastic, and will be an
inspiration to us as w&orship during the month of December. Please take a moméarto
themembers of our Decorating Committee for the wonderful ministry they provide at Christmas
and throughout the year.

Christmas Shoe Boxes:am glad to reporthat we OY
filled 83 Christmas Shoe boxeshis year.| give thanks To The
to Godthateighty threechildrensomewhere in the world ~ \Wori D $&|
will experience the happines$ opening gifts at ' 3
Christmas. It may seem like very little money to us, but
these gifts mean a tremendous amount to children who
otherwise nght not have received any gifts this
Christmas.God bless you all for your kind generosity!

As | encourage uall to invite
friends to our services during the
Christmas Seasénlet me remind you of
(‘hm’ ourn Each One, Reach On
¥ campaign.This summer Issued a
challenge to every member of First
Presbyterian Church to invite a family
member, friend, neighbour or-weorker
who does not attend a church to join us in
worship in the following year. Please
understandhat | do not do this as a means
to fill our pewsor to bring more money into our coffer§hat would be selerving, and God
will not bless that.I 6 vsaedthisschallenge to make us think about our call to spiteadjood
news of Jesus in our community. People need

Thereds anot hi@ Earcelas @n ewh yRaldnge iBimpQtane ! 0
One of the reasorchurches do not attract new believers is that we chgoelns tend tahum
around with fellow Christins. Have you ever thought about that®her than with immediate

neg QWY Etrends Fo
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neighbours or atv o r ks,quité gossible h at  thave dignificdnt contadr relationships
with peopleoutside the churchAs t h e s aBydsofgfegthefelsqc kKi t Thget her . 0
result is that wend upmainly reaching out to the converted!
This challenge will stretch us in a way that we might
not at first realize. | knowhatthe majority ofmy
friendships and acquaimteesarewith fellow Christians
Herebs the questionéghndhbythats any
I mean, how will people find Jesus,f  w éknalwamy 6
nonChristans?How wi I I the church grow
significant relationships with people who have not
experienced the love of Christ? elfeed tamake it a
priority to get out there anguild a community of believers
by meetng with people from all walks of life who have no
church home Again, the churchwill not grow if we just talk
to Christians!So, what about making friendships and connections with p@ople community
who have yet to experientiee love of Jess
To help us out in this challenge, my message series in January will focus onreawatto
out to others in the name of Jesus Christ. As well, Barb Sargent will be leadingnsetdur
evening study on evangelismcaligd) u st Wal k Ac r SesmoretinfodeloRmo m. 0
this newsletter.

Restructuring and Visioning

Process: For the Iat two years, your
session and a team of people in consultat
with a team from La
Presbyterian Churdhave beenvorking on
the administrational side olur church
operations. Adjustmentsuch as the
downsizing of our session wettee result of
that processFrom the very beginning,
this process was meant to be visionary
one which would help us to look forward
to what our church had to do to continue :
its witness for many years to comeWe are very thankful for Rev. Chuck Congralohn
Ferguson and Bi |l |l Fell ows of Lakeshore St. An
provided their expertise in matters of church restructuring and administration as well as in
helping us to cast a vision for the future of First Presbyteriand@hur

Your session continues with the vision processanse, in consultation with the team
from Lakeshore, but without their direct oversight. Among many of the goals we are setting are:
ensuring that this church continually seeks ways to connect wohigpa our community who




do not know the love of Jesus, making our services the best and most inviting they can be while
retaining our deepest Christian value®ating an environment in which small groups flourish

and add to the discipleship and felldwsin our congregation, and training leaders to take

ownership and lead in these areas of our church. The aim of all this visiohimy isi s ave and
nur t ur ethroughddsus Ghrist. Thatis, we are called to go out of our way to invite people

into arelationship with Jesus Christ, and then make disciples of all oAulisciple is a

follower of Jesus and who actively works in his name in our community and the world. All of us

are called to be disciples, and | encourage you to join with us asam drew ventures and

challenges for our church to embark on in the years to come!

Bible Studies: Our Bible Studies are
on holduntil the second week in January. Our
Meno6s Bi lmkets orfuesdalyat 9:30
-~ for coffee and fellowship, and then from
<. 10:00 to 11:00 a.m for study.We are working
:through Rick Warrendéds DVD
Purpose Driven Life. oo An\
most welcome to join us. OuréVirs &ible
study has evolved into a supportive small group
which is a blessingp all who attendhis study.
As well, another loyal and supportive group meets forBible Study on Wednesdays
from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.Everyone is welcome to attend this study. No biblical knowledge is
required, only enquiring hearts and minds! We just finisheddy stn The Beatitudes of Jesus,
and will be choosing our next study topic in Janudtiease call the office at 3822813 if you
have any questions regarding this or any of our Bible studies!

Evening Study: Barb Sargent is going to lead
a fourweek evemg DVD and discussion series
on personal evangelismentittBidJ u st Wa |l k

Acr oss t IThe stuByovibrim on

Wednesday nights, 7:00:00 p.m. from Jan 11

TFebl. From AmazonmdustWele bsi t e

Across the Roonbrings personal evangelism

into the twentyfirst century. Building on the solid

foundation laid in Becoming a Contagious

Christian, Bill Hybels shows how you can

participate in the model first set by Jesus, who

stepped down from heaven 2,000 years ago to

bring hope and redemption to broken people living in a fallen world. Now it's your turn. Your
journey may not be as dramatic, but it can have aclifenging impact for someone standing a



