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Hi Everyone, 

A week or so ago I was looking out at my 

birdfeeders, and noticed a couple of Dark-eyed Juncos 

feeding on the ground.  Juncos are heralds ï seeing them at 

our feeders signals the coming of winter.  Juncos are soon 

followed by American Tree Sparrows, White-crowned and 

White-throated Sparrows, Common Redpolls, Snow 

Buntings, and other birds which winter in our area having 

spent the breeding months farther north.  When I see any of 

these birds in our yard, I know snow canôt be too far away. 

  Later that same day, I stepped outside in the evening 

and noticed the Pleiades star cluster rising in the eastern horizon.  It was a rather mild evening, 

but anyone interested in astronomy knows that spotting the Pleiades and Orion in the eastern 

early-evening sky means winter is just around the corner.  All the signs are there ï winter is 

coming! 

Years ago I might have shuddered thinking of 

the coming of winter weather, but I felt a surge of joy 

instead as I marvelled at Godôs creation.  I gave thanks 

for Godôs power and might, and for the beauty of what 

he has created all around us.  The coming and going of 

the seasons reminds me of the continuity in Godôs 

creation, and by extension, of God himself. All the 

signs are there that God is in the midst of everything 

he has created.  God is in every season of our lives, 

and he guides and teaches us in every one of them.  As 

I watched the Pleiades for a few minutes I reminded 

myself to take in the blessings of the moment, and to 

be mindful of Godôs presence in every aspect of my 

life. 

Winter is a season all unto itself, and it has a beauty that no other time of the year shares.  

Winter brings us both piercingly blue skies and dark snow-laden clouds.  It is a time of snow 

falling outside our windows, of frost patterns etched on surfaces and the sight of leaves caught in 

frozen puddles on the ground.  The winter night sky is especially beautiful, because it features 

some of the brightest stars of the year.  It is a time for conversations by the fireplace and of hot 



mugs of coffee, tea or chocolate.   It is a special time of year, as are all the other seasons.  There 

is depth and beauty in all seasons of life, and thankfully, God is in each and every one of them. 

 

I encourage you to 

reach out to God at this time, 

and experience his loving 

presence.  It is the Christmas 

season after all - the season of 

Christôs birth!  We all know, 

and perhaps dread (just a little 

bit) all the things we have to do 

at Christmastime.  All the 

activitieséthe cards, the 

baking, the shopping and 

visiting ï they can all be fun, 

but they are secondary to what 

we are celebrating.  Christmas 

is a time for rejoicing in the 

arrival of our Lord and Saviour 

Jesus Christ who was sent by God to redeem the world from the sin that pierces it.  The coming 

of Christ means everything! Jesus is our hope, our comforter, guide and friend.  Jesus is the path 

into eternal life and blessings we can experience now.  Jesus is the reason for the season, and all 

the seasons!!! 

So, amidst the hustle and bustle of the Christmas season, I encourage you to ñmake room 

in your heartsò (and that means: in our schedules!) for Jesus.  He is ALIVE and present in this, 

and all the seasons of our life. We can make room for Jesus by adjusting our priorities in order to 

give him time in our daily lives, whether by prayer, quiet reflection, giving thanks, through 

fellowship and service or any other way that puts Jesus in the centre of what we do every day.   

 

I invite you to join us at our 

Communion Sunday on December 4 at 

10:30 a.m.  Rev. Chuck Congram, former 

lead pastor at Lakeshore St. Andrewôs 

Presbyterian Church will be sharing a 

message of encouragement regarding the 

insights gleaned from our restructuring and 

ongoing visioning at First Presbyterian.  

Chuck will challenge us to look forward with 

determination, hope and optimism for what 

God has in store for us here at Fifth and 



Wellington.  I know you will be blessed to hear his message, and by sharing the Lordôs Supper 

with your church family. 

As well, in consultation with Christy Cobb, our Christian Education coordinator, we will 

be giving our Sunday School students the opportunity to rejoin us in the service to take part in 

Holy Communion.  We recognize that it can be difficult for parents to relax when their kids have 

to sit during an entire service. We also recognize that Holy Communion is an important aspect of 

our Christian experience, and believe our children should take part in it.  To that effect, the 

children will leave for Sunday School, and will rejoin their parents for Holy Communion.  They 

will then remain in the sanctuary through to the end of the service.    

A hot dog lunch hosted by the Christian Education Committee 

will be served following the worship service.  This will be a free-will 

offering lunch, and the proceeds will be used to send Christy Cobb to the 

ñOrange Conferenceò at NorthPoint Church in the United States.  

Orange is an exciting ministry started by Reggie Joiner whose passion is 

to teach and empower families in order that they express their Christian 

faith in daily life.   

 

And continuing in the Christmas SpiritéWe will also be 

blessed with our Christmas Cantata: ñTouched by a 

Child, Touched by a Kingò on December 11 at 10:30 

a.m.  Ron Reeve, our Music Director is busy practicing with the 

choir in preparation for the cantata.  I know their hard work will 

result in a blessing to us that morning.  As well, we will be 

having a bake sale after the service, so be ready to purchase 

some home-made goodies! This would be a great service to 

invite a friend who otherwise would not have the opportunity to 

worship in a church!   

 

 

And of course, Christmas at First 

Presbyterian Church would not be complete without 

our Christmas Eve Service on December 24 at 

7:00 p.m.  This is always a wonderful service, and I 

encourage as many of you as possible to come to 

church that evening.  This is a great night of 

carolling, and a time to celebrate the birth of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  It is also a fantastic opportunity to 

invite someone to join us in our worship service who 

might otherwise be home alone on Christmas Eve. 



We will also be holding our Christmas Sunday 

Service at our regular morning time on December 25.  We 

hope you can add to the celebration of the day by joining 

together in worship to our Lord, who indeed is the ñReason 

for the Season!ò  Come and Celebrate the KING!!! 

 

Thank you to the Decorating Committee!  Once again, the members of our faithful 

Decorating Committee headed by Joan Kerr and Ann Leatherdale have outdone themselves in 

decorating our sanctuary for the Christmas season.   The sanctuary looks fantastic, and will be an 

inspiration to us as we worship during the month of December.  Please take a moment to thank 

the members of our Decorating Committee for the wonderful ministry they provide at Christmas 

and throughout the year. 

 

Christmas Shoe Boxes: I am glad to report that we 

filled 83 Christmas Shoe boxes this year.  I give thanks 

to God that eighty three children somewhere in the world 

will experience the happiness of opening gifts at 

Christmas.  It may seem like very little money to us, but 

these gifts mean a tremendous amount to children who 

otherwise might not have received any gifts this 

Christmas.  God bless you all for your kind generosity! 

 

As I encourage us all to invite 

friends to our services during the 

Christmas Seasonélet me remind you of 

our ñEach One, Reach One!ò 

campaign.  This summer I issued a 

challenge to every member of First 

Presbyterian Church to invite a family 

member, friend, neighbour or co-worker 

who does not attend a church to join us in 

worship in the following year.  Please 

understand that I do not do this as a means 

to fill our pews or to bring more money into our coffers.  That would be self-serving, and God 

will not bless that.  Iôve issued this challenge to make us think about our call to spread the good 

news of Jesus in our community.  People need the Lord, and thatôs why churches exist. 

Thereôs another reason why the ñEach One, Reach One!ò challenge is important.  

One of the reasons churches do not attract new believers is that we church-goers tend to chum 

around with fellow Christians.  Have you ever thought about that?  Other than with immediate 



neighbours or at work, itôs quite possible that we donôt have significant contact or relationships 

with people outside the church.  As the saying goes, ñBirds of a feather flock together.ò  The 

result is that we end up mainly reaching out to the converted! 

This challenge will stretch us in a way that we might 

not at first realize.  I know that the majority of my 

friendships and acquaintances are with fellow Christians.  

Hereôs the questionéhow is any church to grow, and by that 

I mean, how will people find Jesus, if we donôt know any 

non-Christians?  How will the church grow if we donôt have 

significant relationships with people who have not 

experienced the love of Christ?  We need to make it a 

priority to get out there and build a community of believers 

by meeting with people from all walks of life who have no 

church home.  Again, the church will not grow if we just talk 

to Christians!  So, what about making friendships and connections with people in our community 

who have yet to experience the love of Jesus? 

 To help us out in this challenge, my message series in January will focus on how to reach 

out to others in the name of Jesus Christ.  As well, Barb Sargent will be leading a four-week 

evening study on evangelism called ñJust Walk Across the Room.ò  See more info below in 

this newsletter. 

 

 Restructuring and Visioning 

Process:  For the last two years, your 

session and a team of people in consultation 

with a team from Lakeshore St. Andrewôs 

Presbyterian Church have been working on 

the administrational side of our church 

operations.  Adjustments, such as the 

downsizing of our session were the result of 

that process.  From the very beginning, 

this process was meant to be visionary ï 

one which would help us to look forward 

to what our church had to do to continue 

its witness for many years to come.  We are very thankful for Rev. Chuck Congram, John 

Ferguson and Bill Fellows of Lakeshore St. Andrewôs who gave us much of their time and 

provided their expertise in matters of church restructuring and administration as well as in 

helping us to cast a vision for the future of First Presbyterian Church. 

 Your session continues with the vision process in-house, in consultation with the team 

from Lakeshore, but without their direct oversight.  Among many of the goals we are setting are: 

ensuring that this church continually seeks ways to connect with people in our community who 



do not know the love of Jesus, making our services the best and most inviting they can be while 

retaining our deepest Christian values, creating an environment in which small groups flourish 

and add to the discipleship and fellowship in our congregation, and training leaders to take 

ownership and lead in these areas of our church.   The aim of all this visioning is to ñsave and 

nurture soulsò through Jesus Christ.  That is, we are called to go out of our way to invite people 

into a relationship with Jesus Christ, and then make disciples of all of us.  A disciple is a 

follower of Jesus and who actively works in his name in our community and the world.  All of us 

are called to be disciples, and I encourage you to join with us as we dream new ventures and 

challenges for our church to embark on in the years to come! 

 

Bible Studies:  Our Bible Studies are 

on hold until the second week in January.  Our 

Menôs Bible Study meets on Tuesdays at 9:30 

for coffee and fellowship, and then from 

10:00 to 11:00 a.m for study.  We are working 

through Rick Warrenôs DVD study ñThe 

Purpose Driven Life.ò  Any and all hombres are 

most welcome to join us.  Our Menôs Bible 

study has evolved into a supportive small group 

which is a blessing to all who attend this study. 

As well, another loyal and supportive group meets for our Bible Study on Wednesdays 

from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.  Everyone is welcome to attend this study.  No biblical knowledge is 

required, only enquiring hearts and minds!  We just finished a study on The Beatitudes of Jesus, 

and will be choosing our next study topic in January.  Please call the office at 352-2313 if you 

have any questions regarding this or any of our Bible studies! 

 

Evening Study:  Barb Sargent is going to lead 

a four-week evening DVD and discussion series 

on personal evangelism entitled ñJust Walk 

Across the Roomò  The study will run on 

Wednesday nights, 7:00-9:00 p.m. from Jan 11 

ï Feb 1.   From Amazonôs website: ñJust Walk 

Across the Room brings personal evangelism 

into the twenty-first century. Building on the solid 

foundation laid in Becoming a Contagious 

Christian, Bill Hybels shows how you can 

participate in the model first set by Jesus, who 

stepped down from heaven 2,000 years ago to 

bring hope and redemption to broken people living in a fallen world. Now it's your turn. Your 

journey may not be as dramatic, but it can have a life-changing impact for someone standing a 


